ROYAL BURGH OF KIRKCUDBRIGHT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
MINUTES of the Royal Burgh of Kirkcudbright Community Council, Kirkcudbright on Wednesday 21st February 2024.
Present: 
Mrs L Garbutt (Provost) (Chair) 
Mr R L Forbes (Treasurer)  
Mr D Collins
Mr I Swan 
Mr P Smith
Mr D McHale  
Mr Brian Thomson (Vice Chair) 
Cllr McFarlane
In attendance:
Ms Debbie Craig 
Cllr Denerley
Apologies:
Cllr Campbell
Cllr McFarlane
Police Scotland
Mrs Garbutt welcomed everyone to the February meeting and welcomed Katrina Dick from Southern Upland Partnership to the meeting. She went on to explain the benefits of this access and the connection of villages along the coastal way. She explained that was a huge task but utilising the core paths that are already there would help with this. She continued that they had started in Gretna and it was a great achievement to meet the half way point here in Kirkcudbright. There is already a Cumbrian coastal path and a pathway in Ayr so it would be ideal to get this path established as well. Mr Collins discussed the problems with the current core paths being maintained. Ms Dick explained that it’s a huge help if a community gets behind a project and it was hoped that she could expect the support of the community.
Mrs Garbutt thanked Ms Dick for her talk and she left the meeting at 18.30pm.

1. Sederunt and apologies: as above 
2. Minutes of the 10th January 2024 – Proposed by Mr Frobes seconded by Mr Swan.

3. Business arising: 
Speeding sign. Mr Collins updated the CC regarding the speeding sign. And the delivery of the signs and instalment was imminent.

4. Reports  
a) Police: Police report to be had been circulated.

b) Dumfries and Galloway Councillors: Cllr Denerley thanked everyone for their patience with the technical difficulties. He addressed the issue of roads and potholes and said there was a proposed council budget of £3million over the next five years. Full council meeting was next week which we will find out next week.

c) Chamber of Commerce: Mr Forbes reported that he had not been to visit yet and the last set of accounts that he had seen was 2017, but that was not necessarily the last time a set of accounts was prepared.

d) Kirkcudbright Forum: Mr Forbes had submitted an application to the Common Good Fund for the What’s On leaflets, but he not heard anything regarding this yet. Mr Forbes suggested that this be chased up. Mrs Garbutt also mentioned that the last two Forum meetings had not been quorate and it was suggested that the quorate be dropped to a more manageable number.

e) Incorporated Trades: Mr Collins reported that Burns’ Supper was being held on Saturday and it was looking to be a good evening. There was nothing else to report.
f) Kirkcudbright Development Trust: Mrs Garbutt reported that KDT was delivering services throughout the community and everything was going well.
g) Community Centre: Ms Craig reported that the community centre for the Community Kitchen was providing a great service, but new and more volunteers were needed. and a new poster and postcards were going to be produced to be leafletted throughout the town.
g) Kirkcudbright Academy: Nothing to report.
5. Stewartry Area Committee: Discussions were held regarding the tennis club and the CAT approva. Mr Forbes and Mrs Garbutt reported that the CC were furious as their wishes had been completely ignored. Mr Forbes asked if any of the elected members had asked the tennis club if they were insistent on a CAT as opposed to a long lease. He continued that a dangerous precedent had been set. Furthermore, he continued that, as a Trustee of the Common Good Fund, the elected members were failing in their duties as Trustees.
Mr Collins continued that he was also furious that the elected members and Trustees can oversee the Common Good Fund without taking in the wishes of the Kirkcudbright Community Council.
Cllr Denerley replied that he was aware that the tennis club had been spoken and were happy for the CAT, and that is why it was passed on to the FPC. Mr Forbes explained that the CC was still taking legal advice. 
Mrs Garbutt reported that the CC would be taking legal advice. She reported that she had also spoken to members of the tennis club and once the implications of the CAT were explained, they were more than happy for a lease. She suggested that Cllr Denerley contact the Chief Executive advising him that legal action would be sought.
Mr Forbes then reported that he had contacted the matter of the Common Good Fund accounts on 18th September and still had no reply from any of the elected members, or indeed the Trustees of the Common Good Fund. He continued that he had submitted the accounts to Carson and Trotter and read out a list of discrepancies. The accounts, he concluded, were a shambles and unacceptable. Cllr Denerley thanked for Mr Forbes for his comments and it was agreed that Ms Craig would forward the email from 18th September to Cllr Denerley again, which she did.
6. Common Good Fund: Everything was raised as above.
7. Planning 
a) General: Barncrosh was discussed and it was agreed that as many as possible from the KBT CC attend the community meeting on 29th February. Mr Collins suggested that we question the planning authority as to why they have not requested an environmental policy. Cllr Denerley also agreed to take this up.

Jack Finlay  –  planning for his storage facility had been denied and he was appealing this decision. He had asked if the CC would still be supportive. It was agreed that the CC would still support him in his appeal.

Mr Swan then handed out a copy of an article that appeared in the Galloway News.  The article was discussed, and it was agreed that the feeling is that the community councils were getting little support.
b) Wind Turbines: Nothing to report
8. Correspondence: All had been circulated by email. 
9. Any other competent business:

Castle Douglas roundabout: Mr Collins asked if the CC would be in a position to object to the £3.7 million development of the roundabout in Castle Douglas. Would KCC make representations to D&G Council objecting, and it was agreed that Mr Collins draft a letter that could be sent to the council. 
Coastal Benefit Fund: Ms Craig asked if she could have a letter of support from KBT CC regarding a funding application on behalf of Kirkcudbright Swimming Pool. This was agreed.
Common Good Fund: Mr Forbes asked if the CC would object to an application being made from KBT 2000 for the cost of leaflets and brochures advertising the Henry Raeburn exhibition. Mrs Garbutt declared an interest and it was agreed there would be no problem with this application.
Everyone thanked Cllr Denerley for attending and agreed that although it had been a heated discussion regarding the Common Good Fund and the Tennis Club, it was an important matter that needed addressing.
There being no other business, Mrs Garbutt thanked everyone for their attendance and while this was disappointing news regarding the Common Good Fund, it was good to see that the support was there and the fight would continue.
The meeting then ended at 7.45pm.


