ROYAL BURGH OF KIRKCUDBRIGHT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
MINUTES of the Royal Burgh of Kirkcudbright Community Council, Kirkcudbright on Wednesday 12th June 2024.
Present: 
Mrs L Garbutt (Provost) (Chair)
Mr B Thomson (Vice Chair)  
Mr R L Forbes (Treasurer)  
Mr I Swan 
Mr D Collins 
Mr P Smith
In attendance:
Ms Debbie Craig 
Tim Mockridge, Development Manager REG Power Management
Apologies:
Mr D McHale
Cllr Campbell
Cllr Denerley
Cllr McFarlane
Police Scotland
Mrs Garbutt welcomed everyone to the June meeting.
Tim Mottridge introduced himself and discussed a prospective solar park at Upper Banks Farm. It would be a connection to Tongland with an overhead line. There had been ecological surveys, and there would be biodiversity planting, almost nil visibility from the main road. There were lots to discover. Potential for a fund to be established as a result of the development. 
DC asked the number of panels expected. TM replied that, based on the current standards, it would be in the tens of thousands. The panels would be three metres in height with half a metre space underneath for sheep to graze.
LF asked what the land was currently used for. TM replied that it was currently cattle and would be sheep.
IS asked about the viability of going underground rather than using poles. TM explained that underground cabling is more expensive, but the preference is for poles.
IS asked about storage and the matter of batteries was discussed.
LF asked if this was a significant size of development for Scotland. TM replied that it was certainly not a small one, but on the cusp of being a large one.
BT discussed his role at Tongland Power Station and the downfall about having the inability to deal with the energy produced and the lack of infrastructure. And the fact the grid was not able to handle the production.
Planning application could expected at the end of the year, with a presentation in September.
There were further discussions and LG thanked TM for his time and presentation.

1. Sederunt and apologies: as above 
2. Minutes of the 10th April 2024 – Proposed by Mr Thomson and Mr Collins.

3. Business arising: Barncrosh - it was agreed that KBT CC get back to planning and insist that an environmental impact assessment would be made.
Tongland Bridge – BT thought the reply regarding the bridge was not acceptable and it was a matter that needed looking at sooner rather than later.

4. Reports  
a) Police: Report had been circulated ahead of the meeting.

b) Dumfries and Galloway Councillors: None present. Apologies have been noted.

c) Chamber of Commerce: Nothing to report. It was agreed that correspondence be made to ask for the accounts and the matter be looked at further. It was agreed that Derek Crichton be contacted regarding the Common Good decision and a response be requested as a matter of urgency.

d) Kirkcudbright Forum: The Common Good Application was discussed, and costs were broken down and explained.

e) Incorporated Trades: Mr Collins reported that there had been a very successful trip to York. DC reported that they were struggling for new members and were looking at organising a meet and greet for potential new members.
f) Kirkcudbright Development Trust: Ms Craig reported that the Trust was continuing to deliver support and services to several organisations throughout the community. There was also a Summer of Fun fund being launched, with 10 funds of £500 each for community groups and organisations within the DG6 postcode. 
g) Community Centre: There was nothing to report.
g) Kirkcudbright Academy:  It was agreed that DC contact Laura Moody with regards to representation.
5. Stewartry Area Committee: 
6. Common Good Fund: IS discussed the land at Low Boreland land which had been referred back to the next committee. IS was concerned that following the tennis club decision, the golf club could do the same and look at purchasing the land.
It was agreed that DC would contact Debbie Muirhead of BBC Radio Scotland with regards to a news article regarding the Common Good Fund.
7. Planning 
a) General: Barncrosh was discussed earlier.
b) Wind Turbines: Nothing to report.
8. Correspondence: All had been circulated by email. 
9. Any other competent business:

Phone box: This was an ongoing project and would be monitored.
Castle MacLellan: A resident had asked about the ability to go in and tidy the gardens. It was agreed that they would have to contact HES before going into the grounds.
Meeting place at the harbour: to be looked at further. It was agreed that there was a possibility that an application could be made to the Common Good Fund, while IS thought that a donation of £500 would be made from IT.
Swimming Pool IS asked what was happening about the pool. LG explained the situation regarding the utility bills and explained what was being down to try and help with the costs. 

KBT CC Accounts It was agreed that Brian Thomson be a third signatory for the accounts.
Castle MacLellan It was agreed that KBT CC ask what is happening with the scaffolding and the barriers.as there was a significant anniversary next year regarding Clan McLellan.
Dee Walk – Signs left by Travis Construction. It was agreed that DC contact the roads department regarding this.
The meeting then ended at 7.40pm. Date of the next meeting 10th July at The Johnston.


