ROYAL BURGH OF KIRKCUDBRIGHT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
MINUTES of the Royal Burgh of Kirkcudbright Community Council, Kirkcudbright on Wednesday 10th April 2024.
Present: 
Mrs L Garbutt (Provost) (Chair)
Mr B Thomson (Vice Chair)  
Mr R L Forbes (Treasurer)  
Mr I Swan 
Mr D McHale 
Mr D Collins 
Mr P Smith
In attendance:
Ms Debbie Craig 
PC Alison Blacklock
PC Andrew McCormack
Cllr McFarlane
Apologies:
Cllr Campbell
Cllr Denerley
Mrs Garbutt welcomed everyone to the April meeting.

1. Sederunt and apologies: as above 
2. Minutes of the 13th March 2024 – Proposed by Mr Thomson and Mr Collins.

3. Business arising: Mr Collins discussed the Barncrosh Development with the meeting. 
It was agreed that this development would be monitored. Cllr McFarlane suggested that Mr Donald Hendry be contacted for more information. Mr Collins also raised the issue that there was no environmental impact study, which Cllr McFarlane said that was not case, which everyone agreed was reassuring.

4. Reports  
a) Police: PC Andrew McCormack introduced himself and read out the police report, which had been circulated by email. The issue of the parking on double yellow lines by a car with a disabled badge was discussed and the issue had been resolved. Everyone thanked the officers for their attendance, and they left the meeting at 6.25pm.

b) Dumfries and Galloway Councillors: Potholes were discussed, especially at the Tongland Bridge. Mr Collins asked what the situation was regarding road surfacing and potholes and he would be grateful to find out when the Tongland Bridge would have a decent programme of works to repair it. Cllr McFarlane said that more staff had been employed to repair the roads and the council were aware of the concerns and it was a council priority. He agreed to raise the issue regarding the Tongland Bridge.

c) Chamber of Commerce: Nothing to report.

d) Kirkcudbright Forum: Mrs Garbutt reported that at the last meeting, there had only been four people in attendance. It was proposed that at a meeting on 22nd April, there was a proposal that the Forum come under the auspices of KDT.  The Local Place Plan was discussed.

e) Incorporated Trades: Mr Collins reported that there had been a very successful Dundrenna Trophy and they are looking forward to a summer season.
f) Kirkcudbright Development Trust: Ms Craig reported that Silvercraigs was getting booked up for the season and the park was looking great. KDT had The Bothy (Seaward) was under the ownership of Kirkcudbright Development Trust and The Bothy would be open soon.
g) Community Centre: Ms Craig reported that the community centre for the Community Kitchen was providing a great service, but new and more volunteers were needed. and a new poster and postcards were going to be produced to be leafletted throughout the town.
g) Kirkcudbright Academy: Nothing to report, but it was hoped that senior pupils would attend in the future.
5. Stewartry Area Committee: 
6. Common Good Fund: Cllr McFarlane then discussed the Low Boreland land which had been referred back to the next committee. Mr Swan and Mr Thomson met at Low Boreland to discuss the matter. It was felt that the area was very undervalued. Mrs Garbutt asked if this was out for consultation, which Cllr McFarlane confirmed.

Cllr McFarlane then discussed the issue of the tennis club. Mr Garbutt reported that as far as the Community Council was concerned it set a precedent and continued that it did not impede funding applications to have a 25-year-lease as opposed to a CAT.

Applications were discussed: 
There were discrepancies in the Kirkcudbright 2000. 
Forum application – clarification of the secretarial fees of £2000.
The application from the Chamber of Commerce was then discussed – there were also discrepancies in this application – the application was out of date, there were discrepancies in the figures and recent accounts would be needed before the application could be considered again. It was also felt that the lights were below impact. 

It was agreed that decisions could not be decided as there was still not enough information regarding the Common Good Fund.
7. Planning 
a) General: Barncrosh was discussed earlier.
b) Wind Turbines: Nothing to report.
8. Correspondence: All had been circulated by email. 
9. Any other competent business:

Phone box: This was an ongoing project and would be monitored.
Kirkcudbright Hospital: Mr Collins discussed the issue of Kirkcudbright Hospital and the rumours that he had heard regarding the sale or mothballing of the centre. He asked that the Community Council contact the new Chief Executive regarding this and asking for an update. It was agreed that this would be done.
Kirkcudbright Gardener’s Society: Mr McHale reported that it was going to stop as there were not enough committee members.
Meeting place: a bench to commemorate the young boy who died recently. It was suggested that repairs would be made to the shelter down by the harbour and perhaps a plaque could be placed there. This would be looked into.
Mrs Garbutt suggested that the next couple of meetings be held at The Johnston which was agreed.
The meeting then ended at 7.30pm.


