ROYAL BURGH OF KIRKCUDBRIGHT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
MINUTES of the Royal Burgh of Kirkcudbright Community Council, Kirkcudbright on Wednesday 8th February 2023 at 6.15pm
Present: 
Mrs L Garbutt (Provost) (Chair)   
Mr R L Forbes (Treasurer) 
Mr D Collins
Mr P Smith
Mr I Swan 
Cllr J Denerley
Mr D McHale  
Ms Elaine McConnell
Attendance: Ms Debbie Craig 
Mr Cameron Denerley
Apologies:
Mr Brian Thomson (Vice Chair)
Cllr A McFarlane
Cllr Campbell

Mrs Garbutt welcomed Elaine McConnell to the February meeting.

1. Sederunt and apologies: as above 
2. Minutes of the 11th January 2023 – Proposed by Mr Forbes and seconded by Mr Smith

3. Business arising: There were none.

4. Reports 
a) Police: Window had been smashed at Mulberries
Reports shoplifting – school and parents had been made aware
Millflats – a car had been spray painted. This was being looked into.. 
Bogus workmen were doing the rounds again. PC Brown asked everyone to be aware and report any concerns.

Police Drop In at 9am on the 17th at KBT  Fire station.

LG – Who can we ask re police station.  PC Brown reported that Police Scotland have handed it over and it is now a council decision and there seemed to be an issue with land/gardens/garages at the back.
Cllr Denerley – thanked PC Brown for explaining the situation and asked if it was possible for it to become a Community Asset Transfer.
PC Brown replied that he was not sure, but as far as he was aware it could be sold to anyone.
LF established that it was not Common Good property.


b) Dumfries and Galloway Councillors: Cllr Denerley – at the moment D&G Council in discussion regarding substantial shortfall  with the possibility of council tax increases, non-essential services being cut etc. Going back and forward regarding figures. Cllrs have to debate and sadly it’s a combination of the cost of living crisis, lack of funding, pay rise = more cuts. There is a deficit of £13 million and a decision is expected at end of February.

LG then welcomed the Save Kirkcudbright Hospital Action Group (Geoff Dean and Mary Mier) who explained that the main aim of the group is to raise awareness of meeting with officials at Daar Road on Monday. Any ideas would be welcomed to attract people to the building for the meeting.
DMcH said that the last time there was a similar type of meeting there were between 200-300 people in Cochrane Hall. And there is a huge value for the community in having the hospital re-opened.
DC thought the event had not been widely advertised at all. 
LF said he had no idea of who now sits on the Health Board.
IS  reiterated the fact that KBT CC has always supported the reopening of the hospital.
Petitions have been collected and are in the process of being collated by Finlay Carson’s office.  
Decisions were oing to be made on individual basis.
DMcH also explained that there are 50% more older people in Kirkcudbright population than the rest of Scotland. 
Coupled with poor transport links it was agreed that it was essential that this be reopened.
Cllr Denerley  thanked everyone for the information and said he would share on his social media.
c) Chamber of Commerce: Nothing to report as the Chamber had not met post-Covid.
d) Kirkcudbright Forum: Nothing to report. 

e) Incorporated Trades: Preparing for Burns’ Supper at Arden House on 25th February 2023.
f) Kirkcudbright Development Trust: Mrs Garbutt reported the KDT was continuing to  deliver its services. Picking up a lot the work that SCVS had done. Working on Silvercraigs Management arrangement as it part of trading arm and was agreed at Board meeting on Monday that similar agreement would be put in place with Kirkcudbright Swimming Pool. Hoping to get everything up and running as soon as possible .
g) Community Centre: FDC reported that KDT were looking to secure funding for a proposed ‘soup kitchen’ and warm space. 
g) Kirkcudbright Academy: Nothing to report, but two successful Candelmass Balls. Refurbishment currently happening.
5. Stewartry Area Committee: Nothing to report. LG asked how often meet? Every three months, next one due in March.
6. Common Good Fund: LF sent a letter to Grant Thornton CA regarding the accounts.  LF recommended that a reminder letter be sent and if no reply a complaint will be made to their governing body.
7. Planning 
a) General: Nothing to report.
b) Wind Turbines: Nothing to report
8. Correspondence: All had been circulated by email. 
9. Any other competent business: 

Phone box: It was agreed that a sub-committee be formed in order to spruce it up. DC said cost in region of £400-£500 to repaint and repair and it was agreed that there was money in the CC account to pay for this.
Historic Scotland: - LF asked that a letter be sent to McLellan Castle to ask about its reopening and removal of scaffolding and barriers.
Soaperie Gardens Wishing Well: LF - Idea to turn it into a feature? Put a liner in it? PS to ask Callum King.
Bridge at Janefield: LF discussed the area with Gordon Halliday and it was advised that LF contact Core Paths.
Woodland/ Swimming Pool: EMcC  said that it was a well-used area, however there had been a marked increase in dog and human waste in the area. DC agreed to speak Ingrid Gemmell.
Cllr Denerley suggested WC In Fields, but it was a question of who would pay.
There being no other business, the meeting ended at 7.20pm with the next meeting 
being 8th March 2023.

