ROYAL BURGH OF KIRKCUDBRIGHT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
MINUTES of the Royal Burgh of Kirkcudbright Community Council, Kirkcudbright on Wednesday 19th April 2023 at 6.15pm
Present: 
Mrs L Garbutt (Provost) (Chair)   
Mr R L Forbes (Treasurer) 
Mr Brian Thomson (Vice Chair)
Mr D Collins
Mr P Smith
Mr I Swan 
Mr D McHale  
In attendance:
Ms Debbie Craig 
PC Alison Blacklock
Mrs Elaine McConnell
Cllr A MacFarlane
Mr Jack Findlay
Apologies:
Cllr Denerley
Cllr Campbell

Mrs Garbutt welcomed everyone to the April meeting and asked Mr Jack Findlay to talk to the meeting.
Mr Findlay thanked for the opportunity to talk about the Creamery site in Kirkcudbright. He explained that he is looking to start a storage business with 10 self-storing containers with boats and caravans booked in for storage as well. The council has asked Mr Findlay to change to use from residential to business, as apparently the land had been designated as residential. He explained that there is huge scope and potential for the site. There was, he explained, a lot of interest in the site from businesses and create local jobs. He was, therefore, looking for a letter of support from the Community Council. 

Mr Swan said anything that improved the site would help as it’s been an eyesore for years.
LF asked if he had factored into his thoughts about the weight problems and issues regarding the bridge. Mr Findlay said he was aware of the problems facing the bridge.
Mr Collins and Mrs Garbutt both expressed surprise at the council policy regarding the change of use of the land from business to residential. Mr McHale suggested that broadband fibre be installed as some spaces could be used as small businesses/offices. Cllr McFarlane asked if he had asked any of the residents and suggested that he contact local residents to explain his plan.

Everyone was happy to support the project and the use of the land and wished Mr Findlay the best of luck with the venture.


1. Sederunt and apologies: as above 
2. Minutes of the 8th March 2023 – Proposed by Mr Smith and seconded by Mr McHale

3. Business arising: 
Police have been in to look at the CCTV at the Harbour, although there was a problem with the monitor.

4. Reports 
a) Police: None present.

b) Dumfries and Galloway Councillors: Cllr McFarlane explained that there had been a Communities meeting regarding the sale of some of the Common Good land. Matters were not allowed to pass as it had not been passed through Common Good or the CC. Mr Forbes asked if there were any values attributed to the land, to which Cllr McFarlane replied that they had not as yet. It appears that the people had contacted the council regarding purchasing the land. It was agreed that it needs to go through the due process.
Little Kickers – St Cuthbert’s have picked up the funding so that this project can continue.
c) Chamber of Commerce: Nothing to report as the Chamber had not met post-Covid. It was suggested that the Common Good Fund request a copy of the accounts from the Chamber.
d) Kirkcudbright Forum: Nothing to report.

e) Incorporated Trades: Fairly quiet at the moment, but next thing is that 2025 will be 600 anniversary. Silla Gun will be shot in celebration of the Coronation and in 2026 it would be the 800 anniversary of Kirkcudbright itself.
f) Kirkcudbright Development Trust: Mrs Garbutt reported the KDT was continuing to  deliver its services and the Trust continues to be busy. The Trust is helping to get the pool back up and running and offer support to the Swimming Pool Board. 
g) Community Centre: DC reported that the centre was waiting to hear regarding funding for the Community Kitchen. 
g) Kirkcudbright Academy: Nothing to report.
5. Stewartry Area Committee: Meeting in March. Discretionary budget performance and local projects have benefitted to the tune of £50,000.
6. Common Good Fund: A revised application from the Community Centre had been submitted. It was agreed that a sum of £5000 be agreed upon.

LF had sent another letter regarding a total lack of response from Grant Thornton. LF also suggested that the three elected members come and explain the situation regarding the Common Good Fund.
7. Planning 
a) General: Nothing.
b) Wind Turbines: Nothing to report
8. Correspondence: All had been circulated by email. 
9. Any other competent business: 
Metalawork: History Society had concerns…Mrs Garbutt would keep an eye on the issue 

Defibrillator:  Mrs Garbutt to contact Ian Howie regarding map of defibrillators.
Phone box: Derek Collins spoken to contactors and waiting on quotes. 
HES: Mr Forbes discussed the meeting and asked about the removal of the barriers round Castle McLellan. Mr Colins asked if it appropriate to write to the Chief Executive regarding these issues. This was agreed.
Kirkcudbright sign: This was discussed and it is being worked on.

Pot holes: These were discussed and it was agreed that it was becoming a huge problem. The A75 is not the responsibility of the council, but the other roads were a huge problem.
Stewartry Museum: It is hoped that this will be opened shortly and work is continuing on it.
Litter on the A75: It was agreed that it was a disgrace and the litter bins should be reinstated. It was agreed that this would be monitored.

Defibrillator batteries: Stewartry Safety Forum is basically defunct and perhaps the message needs to be conveyed that people need to start fundraising for the replacement batteries for the devices.
Citizen of the Year: Mrs Garbutt reported that the CC had been approached by a member of the community asking if this was taking place. It was agreed that it would this year and Mr Smith agreed to arrange this.

There being no other business, the meeting ended at 7.30pm with the next meeting 
being 10th May 2023.

